Free Ebrahim Sharif: Petition to the Government
of Bahrain

12 December 2014

We, the undersigned, on behalf of the Socialist
International are writing to request the immediate
and unconditional release of Ebrahim Sharif, the
iconic nationalistic leader and former Secretary
General of the National Democratic Action Society
(Waad), who is a prisoner of conscience serving a
five (5) year sentence in the prisons of Bahrain in

the aftermath of the 2011 popular rights
movement.
Sharif has languished in prison despite his

unequivocal status as a political prisoner and has
been charged under laws which were conveniently
applied to restrict basic freedoms and criminalise
legitimate opposition to government. We are
concerned that the Government of Bahrain,
despite  its international obligations and
confirmations of implementations of the Bahrain
Independent Commission of Inquiry (BICI) Report
recommendations asserting his status as a political
prisoner and the recommendations of the United
Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC),
persistently fails in meeting expectations and
complying with its aforementioned obligations.

Sharif has served three quarters of his sentence
since his arrest in 2011. In accordance with
Bahraini Law of Criminal Procedures, Article 349
stipulates that prisoners shall have the right of
early release. Accordingly, we call on the
Government of Bahrain to process his release
immediately and without further delay to
demonstrate its sincerity in instilling genuine
reform.

Yours sincerely,
George Papandreou, President

Luis Ayala, Secretary General
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